
 

F 
 

Khan Betrays the Muslim Ummah 

News: 

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan became extremely evasive when asked 

about the detention of two million Muslims in the western Chinese region of Xinjiang. 

When questioned by the Financial Times about Chinese efforts to eradicate Uyghur 

culture and Muslim religious practices, Khan said, “Frankly, I don’t know much about 

that.” [1] 

 

Comment: 

Khan’s self-proclaimed ignorance on the treatment of Uyghur Muslims by Chinese 

authorities is not only despicable but it clearly undermines his rhetoric about turning 

Pakistan into a Madina type Islamic state. This is not the first time Khan has 

deliberately expressed obliviousness about the plight of Uyghurs. In January 2019, 

Khan struck a similar tone on TRT world and said that he “didn’t know the exact 

situation”. [2] In the same interview, however, Khan was quick to extoll virtues on the 

Chinese leadership and said. “Chinese have been a breath of fresh air for us.” [3] 

It is evident that Beijing has bought Khan’s deafening silence on the persecution 

of Uyghur Muslims through the billions of dollars invested in China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) and military sales to Pakistan. Khan’s subservience to Chinese 

money was on full show during the groundbreaking ceremony for the Baluchistan 

Health Complex in Quetta this week. At the event, Khan spoke highly of CPEC and 

reassured Baluchis not to be concerned about Chinese increasing influence in the 

region [4]. Baluchis have every right to be anxious about the pervasive pace of 

Chinesezation of Baluchistan, which threatens to marginalize their rights and 

suffocate them. 

Khan is not alone in turning a blind eye towards the immense suffering of Muslims 

in the region. On January 4th 2019, Khan’s Federal Minister for National Food 

Security and Research, Sahibzada Mehboob Sultan, joined the Burmese ambassador 

in Islamabad to celebrate Myanmar’s independence day and partook in a cake cutting 

ceremony. Did it not occur to Sultan that the Burmese junta has been engaged in a 

protracted campaign to exterminate Rohingyan Muslims and expel them from their 

homeland? [5]. The genocidal crimes of Myanmar’s government are well documented, 

but Khan’s government saw no harm in embracing the butchers of Rohingyans. 

In February, Foreign Minister, Shah Mehmood Qureshi, seemed to upend 

Pakistan’s longstanding policy towards the Jewish entity and expressed his country’s 

desire to normalize relations. Qureshi said, “We wish all the best for Israel, we have 

many friends in the region and we would like you to join them.” [6] Musharraf—the 

main architect of Pakistan’s foreign policy post 9/11— echoed Qureshi and called for 

better relations with the Jewish entity.[7] It is unsurprising, then, to find Pakistan 
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intentionally muzzling its criticism of the Jewish entity’s recent punitive actions in 

Palestine. 

Perhaps the most fickle of Khan’s statements have been over India’s suppression 

of Kashmiris. Khan has been found simultaneously condemning and supporting 

Modi’s harsh policies towards Kashmir. Khan’s peace overtures towards Modi serve 

to underscore the perception that Khan is more interested in getting Modi re-elected 

than easing the oppression of Kashmiris. 

Khan ascended to power on the mantra of making a clean break from the past, 

but hitherto his foreign policy has hardly detoured from the Musharraf years. Had 

Khan been sincere in his belief about changing Pakistan into the riyasaat of Madina, 

the very least he could have done was to put greater pressure on these countries to 

reverse their policies of oppressing native Muslims through cutting diplomatic 

relations and threatening severe military retribution. 

Instead, the belittling of riyasaate Madina and the blatant duplicity of Khan’s 

government regarding the oppression of Muslim ummah is reminiscent of Allah’s 

warning. ُُوألََمْ ترََ إِلَى الَّذِينَ يَزْعُمُونَ أنََّهُمْ آمَنوُا بِمَا أنُْزِلَ إِلَيْكَ وَمَا أنُْزِلَ مِنْ قبَْلِكَ يرُِيدُونَ أنَْ ﴿ ا ََمُوا إلَِى الََّّ ا ََ َ تِ  يتَ

يََّْانُ أنَْ يضُِلَّهُمْ ضَلََلًا بَعِيداا فرُُوا بِهِ وَيُرِيدُ الشَّ َْ ﴾وَقدَْ أمُِرُوا أنَْ يَ  “Have you not seen those who claim 

to have believed in what was revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what was 

revealed before you? They wish to refer legislation to Taghut, while they were 

commanded to reject it; and Satan wishes to lead them far astray.” [TMQ Al 

Nisaa:60] 

Written for the Central Media Office of Hizb ut Tahrir by 

Abdul Majeed Bhatti 
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