Are the Calamities in the World Punishments for Sins?

Translated from Al-Waie Magazine (Arabic): Issue No: 150 Rajab 1420 AH-November 1999
CE (Thirteen years of publication)

When Turkey was struck by a severe earthquake on 17/08/99, followed by devastating
earthquakes in several regions, many people started to say that those disasters were sent
upon the people by Allah (swt) due to their disobedience and disbelief. On the other hand,
there are those who interpret this purely as a physical phenomenon, where they do not find
any relation between people’s disobedience and what is happening in the universe in terms
of natural events. Insha’aAllah, we will attempt in this short article to explain the correct
concept and we ask Allah (swt) for guidance and reward.

From the onset, we should remember that this Universe including its bodies are the
creations of Allah and He (swt) subjected them to the laws and regulations, which they do not
violate, except if Allah (swt) wishes to break them, in exceptional situations, such as
miracles, performed at the hands of Prophets (as). Allah (swt) has embodied in all of the
creations, natures and characteristics, upon which they proceed and they do not depart from
these.

Allah (swt) knows all that encompasses creations before He (swt) created them and He
(swt) knows what encompasses completely and in all its parts. He (swt) is dominant over
everything, for all times and in every place, be it small or big. Allah (swt) said, J&a e &g ¥y

§ua b Y5 izl B85 “Not absent from Him is an atom's weight within the heavens
or within the earth..” [TMQ Surah Saba’:3]. And All is written in the Preserved Tablet
(lawhul Mahfudh) as Allah (swt) said, §lbadl ¥) 858 ¥ 8 e Ja ¥ “What is this book that
leaves nothing small or great except that it has enumerated it?” [TMQ Surah Kahf:49].
Therefore, nothing exists in the Universe or the nature randomly, i.e. without a purpose.
Nothing happens by chance. Instead, everything is organized, arranged, decreed and judged
by the All-Wise, All-Knowing.

This explains to us how Allah (swt) responds to the supplication of righteous people who
invoke. Allah (swt) knows since eternity that His so and so servant will ask at a certain time
with supplication. If He (swt) accepts his supplication, He (swt) will arrange and determine
the matters in a way that the one who supplicates has his request fulfilled i.e. responding to
the supplication is part of the Divine Decree (Al-Qada). This also applies to the blessings of
Allah (swt) to His righteous servants. Allah (swt) knows since eternity that a certain group of
His servants deserve His Blessings. So He (swt) arranged and determined the matters since
eternity, so that the blessings reach them, without any need to break the laws of universe or
violate the properties of things.

Similarly, Allah (swt) tests and punishes whom He wishes. He (swt) knows since eternity
that some people deserve punishment in this world and that Allah (swt) will test another
group of people, with some afflictions in this world. Allah (swt) is capable in all the matters
and decreed them since eternity so that all these are done with properness and due time
while His people are within the laws of universe and the properties of things.

The Sunnah of Allah had come to pass over the nations, who denied His Messengers by,
punishing them for their denials. However, these punishments were after giving them
sufficient evidence and time. Allah (swt) destroyed the people of Nuh (as), with flood only
after Nuh (as) had stayed amongst them for nine hundred fifty years. Allah (swt) said, «-u-\S%»


http://www.al-waie.org/archives/article/6763
http://www.al-waie.org/archives/article/6763

&

%ﬂé‘s C\JS\ c_\\.sufe DL\.‘AAJ (12) JM kt] J.a\ u.\c- c-l.d\ uiﬂl.a l..g.\:- uaji\ L.Uﬁj (11) “The people of Noah

denied before them, and they denied Our servant and said, "A madman,"” and he was
repelled. So he invoked his Lord, "Indeed, | am overpowered, so help”. Then We
opened the gates of heaven with rain pouring down.And caused the earth to burst with
springs, and the waters met for a matter already predestined. And We carried him on a
[construction of] planks and nails” [TMQ 54:9-13]. Allah (swt) destroyed Firaun and his
army in the Nile River after Musa and Harun (as) had invoked them with clear proofs and
miracles for a sufficient time. Allah (swt) said, @3 & (& @l A duaag cipdal o (asa L) Wa iy
§omadl 4aa ey s Wadls (64) AT & Ul (63) miadl 23kIS “Then We inspired Moses,
"Strike with your staff the sea,” and it parted, and each portion was like a great

towering mountain. And We advanced there to the pursuers.” [TMQ As-Shura’ 63-65].
And Aa'd, the people of Hud (as) was sent with screaming wind as Allah (swt) said, W)l
§hsral ¥ ph3 AT 85 Lakly LI BLAD b Al ciie AT clual Al B ) e Ay, 2 “So We
sent upon them a screaming wind during days of misfortune to make them taste the
punishment of disgrace in the worldly life; but the punishment of the Hereafter is more
disgraceful, and they will not be helped.” [TMQ Fussilat: 16]. And Samud, the People of
Salih (as), were punished as Allah (swt) says, Ly Uil gllia 1518 aga) jal (e 135 5 4B ) g 8ady,
$lndla a3 A1 Auald 43530 34580 (77) Guduall G & o) Ghad “So they hamstrung the she-
camel and were insolent toward the command of their Lord and said, "O Salih, bring
us what you promise us, if you should be of the messengers." So the earthquake

seized them, and they became within their home [corpses] fallen prone.” [TMQ Surah
A’raaf: 77-78].

And People of Lut (as) were punished as Allah (swt) said, cs s gkal) (uill © giiall ghie 5a &
ummawuau,qumuw(sz) awmwameupuwm@mmuﬂ s L (81)

When Our command came, We made the highest part [of the city] its lowest and rained
upon them stones of layered hard clay, [which were] marked from your Lord. And
Allah 's punishment is not from the wrongdoers [very] far.” [Surah Hud: 81-83]. And the
People of Shoaib (As) refused and challenged him to bring the punishment. Allah (swt) said,
o slakad) G s Wle Sl (186) Gkl Gal il o) Uia 325 ) @il g (185) Guimdd e &l ) 1 5iE
G a3 Qe (IS 4D AR o3 e phI1SIE 5 G (188) ol Ly 4151 i O (187) Giaiall (e & “They
said, "You are only of those affected by magic. You are but a man like ourselves, and
indeed, we think you are among the liars.So cause to fall upon us fragments of the
sky, if you should be of the truthful." He said, "My Lord is most knowing of what you
do." And they denied him, so the punishment of the day of the black cloud seized

them. Indeed, it was the punishment of a terrible day.” [TMQ Surah As-Shu’ara: 185-
189].

And when Muhammed (saw) was sent, the Sunnah of Allah was changed to destroy the
Kuffar, who denied His Messenger (saw). This change is apparent in the following divine
texts:

1- Allah (swt) said, oy G g gLl (52 5ilaa e Sald daic e Gal) 53 138 & o) 2l 1516 3133
§O9SMILG b M ) OIS Ly agad g Al 4 H8 L (32) adf “And [remember] when they
said, "O Allah, if this should be the truth from You, then rain down upon us stones
from the sky or bring us a painful punishment.” But Allah would not punish them while



you, [O Muhammad], are among them, and Allah would not punish them while they
seek forgiveness.” [TMQ Surah Anfal: 32-33]

Those who invoked challenge were Al-Nadhar bin Al-Harith and Abu Jahl, the
mouthpiece of the polytheists of Mecca. The response to them was not destruction, but the
provision of security for both of them. The first security was the existence of the Prophet
(saw) amongst them and the second security was forgiveness. Though the first security went
away with the death of the Prophet (saw), the second security did not go away entirely.

2- Allah (swt) said, (53) G ¥ abs 43k aidolils i sl i 051 ¥3ls il & shaaing s
B L a9 15k pIR0] 3 omp AR (on Gl ARLSAS 335 (54) Cu Al dlaadd g )y iy shaiii
4083 “And they urge you to hasten the punishment. And if not for [the decree of] a
specified term, punishment would have reached them. But it will surely come to them
suddenly while they perceive not. They urge you to hasten the punishment. And
indeed, Hell will be encompassing of the disbelievers. On the Day the punishment will

cover them from above them and from below their feet and it is said, "Taste [the result
of] what you used to do."” [TMQ Surah Ankabut- 53-55]

Imam Qurtubi said in Al-Jamiu Ahkamul Quran 13/356: “Ilbn Abbas (rali) said: “This
means: “l (i.e. Allah) promise you (i.e. prophet) that | will not punish your nation and I will
delay them until the Day of Judgement”. His explanation is the verse 4clull} able 3a dslil) S

%3-’53 3 “_ But the Hour is their appointment [for due punishment” [TMQ Surah Al-
Qamar: 46].

3- Allah (swt) said, a3 i Uk UG J3& G5 15085 (15) 313 0 W s Baals dasia ¥) o950 2D L)
%9&93\ “And these [disbelievers] await not but one blast [of the Horn]; for it there will

be no delay. And they say, "Our Lord, hasten for us our share [of the punishment]
before the Day of Account™ [TMQ Surah Saad: 15-16]

Imam Qurtubi says in the Interpretation of the Verse: The word (L) (i.e. look) means
(L&) i.e. await, the word (¥ s) (these) refers to the disbelievers of Makkah, the sentence ( V!
saal s Z\A-,ua) means the blast on the Day of Resurrection, the word (L& )(our share), Imam
Mujahid and Qatada says that it means ‘our punishment’.

4- Allah (swt) said, g4 i) ¥ 4Ll a3 o) aiadd Lad5) 4udl e Ci8 “He has decreed

upon Himself mercy. He will surely assemble you for the Day of Resurrection, about
which there is no doubt” [TMQ Surah An’aam:12]. Qurtubi says in its Tafsir as: 4w i G

iaa3) “He has decreed upon Himself mercy” i.e. He (swt) promised to be good and
generous and therefore He (swt) gives respite.

YOnT

«%‘-&9& ¥) <3y 3w “And nothing has prevented Us from sending signs except that the

former peoples denied them. And We gave Thamud the she-camel as a visible sign,
but they wronged her. And We send not the signs except as a warning.” [TMQ Surah
Isra: 59]

Imam Qurtubi says in its Tafsir: “Nothing has prevented Us from sending signs, which
they suggested, except that they denied them. So they were destroyed as those before them.
And Allah (swt) delayed the punishment to the disbelievers of Quraish as He knew that some
of them will believe and believers will be born from them (in the next generation)...they asked
Allah to turn the Mount Safa into gold and move the mountain away from them. So Jibreel
came down and said: ag cwilicd cid Oy slgar al 1giai al O agiSly dagd Jlu L gl @il ) “(Oh



Messenger of Allah) If you wish, there will be what your people ask, but if they do not
believe after that, they will not be given respite (from the punishment), or if you wish, |
(Allah) will give them more time”. Prophet (saw) said: «a¢ olis! &2 ¥» “No give them more
time” (End Quote).

6- Allah (SWt) Said, o%judji‘ ésﬁ ?‘9.\3 ?“JAJA Lu\ U}A'“'h'“ d;;_] L )31_; Am 335 YJ% “And

never think that Allah is unaware of what the wrongdoers do. He only delays them for
a Day when eyes will stare [in horror].” [TMQ Surah Ibrahim: 42]

And this address from Allah (swt) to the Messenger of Allah (saw) came after the strong
agitation of the Quraish, with their challenge and mockery to the Messenger of Allah (saw) to
bring the punishment, which he (saw) threatened them with. This mockery, challenge and
agitation was apparent in the Saying of Allah (swt), & sii a1 e W 548 4',-'& Al Gl o 1513
wh@hjﬁmsmwahS;M\bﬁuﬁj\ (91) \JML@AJL@Y\JMWJJMwMAJUJ&j (90)
Sl 8 5500 LS e 38 LA B (el ol sl b B0 5 Qid on Gl & (s 5 (92) Sk ASiad
43 g 1 35 ¥) & B 35 “And they say, "We will not believe you until you break open for

us from the ground a spring. Or [until] you have a garden of palm trees and grapes
and make rivers gush forth within them in force [and abundance]. Or you make the
heaven fall upon us in fragments as you have claimed or you bring Allah and the
angels before [us]. Or you have a house of gold or you ascend into the sky. And [even
then], we will not believe in your ascension until you bring down to us a book we may
read." Say, "Exalted is my Lord! Was | ever but a human messenger?"” [TMQ Surah
Isra: 90-93]. The Prophet (saw) was amongst them in distress and pain. So Allah (swt)
revealed to him as a relief by saying that Allah (swt) is not unaware of them, rather He (swt)
gives them respite until the Day of Judgment.

We have spoken until now about the nations to whom the messengers of Allah (saw)
came and their denial of them. So, what is the Sunnah of Allah for the people in general i.e.
at a time when there is no messenger amongst them to call them to Allah (swt), such as the
situation in the period between one messenger and the other, or such as the situation which
occurred and continues to be since the death of Muhammed (saw)?

This general situation for the people is legislated by the following divine texts:

1- Allah (swt) said, #4136 s Jal L) ah A% osly 403 oe Gae @8 G agallsy Guld) 400 305 355
§osadiig Y3 delu (955l ¥ agdal “And if Allah were to impose blame on the people for
their wrongdoing, He would not have left upon the earth any creature, but He defers
them for a specified term. And when their term has come, they will not remain behind
an hour, nor will they precede [it]” [TMQ Surah Nahl: 61]

2- Allah (swt) said, 134 s gal o) b 535 iy 4003 on b jgh B 835 G ) ghu Ly Gull ) 33035 3135
§) e odbay H8 ) (b 2410 #18 “And if Allah were to impose blame on the people for what

they have earned, He would not leave upon the earth any creature. But He defers them
for a specified term. And when their time comes, then indeed Allah has ever been, of
His servants, Seeing.” [TMQ Surah Fatir: 45]

3- Allah (swt) said, os 153 of 3053 sl Ji B agd 0380 1558 Ly ah3S13) 51 Aad3 5 Jsitdl &g
433 4igd “And your Lord is the Forgiving, full of mercy. If He were to impose blame

upon them for what they earned, He would have hastened for them the punishment.
Rather, for them is an appointment from which they will never find an escape.” [TMQ
Surah Kahf: 58]



4- Allah (swt) said, o 1siss of 333 add ds GISI agd 0381 15008 Ly ah 32155 31 3N 3 eladl &)
o%i‘éé 4i5) “And never think that Allah is unaware of what the wrongdoers do. He only
delays them for a Day when eyes will stare [in horror].” [TMQ Surah Ibrahim: 42]

5- The Prophet (saw) said, «dss Y3 Ghua 185 «lua Y5 Jas a5y “Today is the day of
deeds and no accounting, and tomorrow (i.e. Aakhira) is the day of accounting and no
deeds” [Bukhari].

These five divine texts clearly give the meaning that Allah (swt) did not make this world
as a place of accounting, rather He (swt) made it as a place of deeds and accounting will be
tomorrow i.e. the Day of Resurrection. Accounting is done on the Day of Resurrection, which
is also named as Day of Accounting (i.e. the Day of Judgment). Allah (swt) said, RrYH Uﬁl&%

ghadh a5 3530 “you will only be given your [full] compensation on the Day of
Resurrection” [TMQ Surah Al-ilmran: 185]

As for the calamities afflicted upon the people in this world, they are sent according to
the laws of the universe and properties of things, which Allah (swt) embodied them with.
They afflict both believer and disbeliever, both pious and sinner.

And the calamities in this world are not necessarily a punishment from Allah (swt) for
disobedience and it is not necessarily divine retribution upon the afflicted servant. This is the
Saying of AIIah (swt) addressing the believers: Js) &a gaitiy goally Cisal Ga sipdy oLl
& lia a@.ﬂﬁ d..u (156) Seal) 43 Uy 4 Gy 1 ghd m agilial 13y Epddy (155) Cupball y&ad 32l Gubi) 3
%wﬂeﬁ‘ o 4-43‘3 4230y a5 o “And We will surely test you with something of fear and

hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give good tidings to the patient,
Who, when disaster strikes them, say, "Indeed we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him
we will return." Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from their Lord and
mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] guided” [TMQ Surah Al- Baqara 155- 157]
And this is the saying of the Prophet (saw): s uk— JA5N A B B 25 sl a3 Galdl) Ay
&GM‘\SJHUAAMUQM‘ CJ&MMJM‘_"F@J‘MJMJ‘_’&‘J&‘JUDJLM‘h&a@éu&ul&@d
«é-uha 4 L g2 ¥ “The most severely tried people are prophets, and then those nearest
to them, and then those nearest to them. A man is tried according to his religion; The
servant shall continue to be tried until he is left walking upon the earth without any
sins.” [Bukhari]

Hence, if a believer is afflicted while he is patient and looking for the rewards from Allah
(swt), then the affliction is a blessing and not wrath. It will degrade his bad deeds and
increase his good deeds on the Day of Resurrection.

As for the disbeliever who is afflicted, his affliction will neither erase his bad deeds nor
increase his good deeds on the Day of Resurrgction, as he has no good deeds on the Day of
Resurrection. Allah (swt) said, ¢15siia #Gb sUlaad Jae G )lee L ) Gashgy “And We will regard
what they have done of deeds and make them as dust dispersed.” [TMQ Surah

:

Furgan:23]. And Allah (swt): W cdaiy Gl akia b o a8l 00 o 15088 Gl (o 39
$OgRE 2 Ly (AN iy ) B GhRid B Ly o sed) Qi (3335 aillé “And the Day those who
disbelieved are exposed to the Fire [it will be said], "You exhausted your pleasures
during your worldly life and enjoyed them, so this Day you will be awarded the

punishment of [extreme] humiliation because you were arrogant upon the earth
without right and because you were defiantly disobedient."” [TMQ 46:20]

The word Punishment («)3=) comes in the Sharia texts with the meaning of Punishments,
which Allah (swt) orders upon disobedient people, as in the Saying of Allah (swt), 33-5-'1-;33%



o%u-‘-uﬂ‘ &a dah LglE “And let a group of the believers witness their punishment.”
(u@;\ss) [TMQ 24-2] and as in the Saying of Allah (svvt) &) Ay ama:z ’@j 3 ol quaad) Lg.n ’i;:ssg%@

/////

[swearlng] by Allah that indeed, he is of the liars.” [TMQ Surah Nur:8]

The words (<l2= aathab punishment), (<%= igaab punishment), (<> halaak annihilation),
(=2 tadmeer destruction), (Jlxiul istibdaal replacement) come in the Sharia texts, with the
meaning of what people get afflicted with, in terms of harm or calamities, based on the laws
of universe, based on causes and effects.

Itis as in the Saying of Allah (swt), ¢akie il 3347 L a&Lal (g ) (a QS Y38 “If not for a
decree from Allah that preceded, you would have been touched for what you took by a
great punishment (<2=).” [TMQ Surah Anfal:68] i.e. abandoning to kill during the battle and

hastening to capture in order to take ransom from the captives, may have led you to lose the
battle and you would have become killed and captives.

It is as in the Saying of Allah (Swt), a3 sia iy agile a8iatiy an 35 Akl ) Aale) 2b sluidy,
4émiala “Fight them; Allah will punish (=) them by your hands and will disgrace them

and give you victory over them and satisfy the breasts of a believing people” [TMQ
Surah Tawba:14].

It is as in the Saying of Allah (swt), Jsill e (3ad g ) siiudd g i Ul 4338 @S o G331 1313y
§) pad Ll “And when We intend to destroy a city, We command its affluent but they

defiantly disobey therein; so the word comes into effect upon it, and We destroy it
with [complete] destruction. (I_=x)” [TMQ Surah Isra:16]. And this is when civil wars
erupts due to increased corruption or by the covetousness of external enemy when he sees
the land is steeped in luxury and joy while neglecting the causes of strength and jihad.

It is as in the Saying of Allah (swt), ¢a&iGal 153s& ¥ & 2858 L O88 1358 ¢)3p “And if you
turn away, He will replace (Jxiw) you with another people; then they will not be the
likes of you.” [TMQ Surah Muhammed: 38]. Turning away of Muslims from the Sharia of

Allah will cause them to be weakened, which will allow their enemies to annihilate them, until
another nation comes to hold firmly to the Deen of Allah (swt).

Itis as in the Saying of Allah (swt): & &3 o8 Gael bay (123) Jhia Y3 S S 13k &l bl
48ia Laga 4 “then whoever follows My guidance will neither go astray [in the world]

nor suffer [in the Hereafter]. And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed,
he will have a depressed life, and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection
blind."” [TMQ Surah Taha: 123-124]. It is also like the saying of the Prophet (saw) when he
was asked, (fosallall iy Alil) “O Messenger of Allah! Shall we be destroyed (<L) while
there are righteous people amongst us?” Prophet (saw) replied, «&:all A% 1)) aaiy “Yes, if
there is much wickedness” [Bukharl & Muslim]. It is also as in the saylng of the Prophet
(saw), S :LIJE;AJ ?" 4.:.4 S ?S.\.k; Cay U‘ Al USMJAS 3\ JS.:AS\ e UJQAASJ UJ}ASLI u).al.d oy ‘_,.us.a Lg-\.“J»
«& L33 “By Him in Whose Hand my life is, you either enjoin good and forbid evil, or
Allah will certainly soon send His punishment (Lic) to you. Then you will make
supplication and it will not be accepted” (Tirmidhi & Ahmed).

These consequences are the results according to law of causation and not an
accounting upon the sins. Instead, accounting for the sins will occur on the Day of
Resurrectlon It should be noted in the Saying of Allah (swt), Laga A O g 8 e Gkl &adp

q;;s,wugmu;;sgmuzs) ey i€ 383 (a8l DA Al G 08 (124) aef dalil a5 50a0) ik



o%&-w a5 “And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a

depressed life, and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection blind." He will say,
"My Lord, why have you raised me blind while | was [once] seeing?". [ Allah ] will say,
"Thus did Our signs come to you, and you forgot them; and thus will you this Day be
forgotten."” [TMQ Surah Taha:124-126]. Turning away from the remembrance of Allah (i.e.
Sharia of Allah) results in life to be depressed (i.e. miserable) in this world. This misery does
not compensate its owner from the punishment on the Day of Resurrection. The worldly
punishment that compensates the one who receives it, from the punishment on the Day of
Resurrection, are the Sharia punishments (Uqubat) such as Hadd, Ta’zeer as these Uqubat
(Sharia punishments) are prevention and compensation.

As for the calamities and diseases that occur due to causes and effects, they are not
Sharia punishments (uqubat), compensating for the punishment on the Day of Resurrection.
Consequently, one who commits adultery and is then afflicted with the disease of AIDS, for
instance, cannot say that it is his punishment which Allah (swt) hastened for him in this world,
in order to remove it on the Day of Aakhira. Instead, the AIDS disease occurs when its
causes exist and the punishment for adultery will remain on the Day of Judgment.

As for the matters that happen in the universe in which man has no role, such as
earthquakes or hurricanes, floods, volcanoes, rain retention, intense heat, intense cold, and
the impacts of their results, they are from the actions of Allah (swt) alone based on the
Sunnah which He (swt) embodied them with. These matters will afflict the people without
discrimination between either believer or disbeliever, or between righteous and evil people. It
is not Sharr (evil) based on the Sharia meaning of Sharr (evil). With respect to believers, it is
a test for them and if they remain patient and look for the reward, then it is khair (good) and a
blessing. With respect to all the people, be it believers or disbelievers, it is a sign from Allah
(swt) that calls them to think and contemplate. It is a warning for them of the consequence of
their negligence, their indulgence in transient desires, their forgetfulness of what they are
offered with in terms of bliss or abyss.

These events happen neither randomly nor by chance. They happen according to a
decree and arrangement which Allah (swt) has chosen for them, with His Wisdom and
Knowledge. O Allah, Bestow on us the goodness and blessings that please you in the past
and future. 4G 3l el &) 4ad) &l e U Gy WS 3 S Wl £ 55 ¥ Gop “Our Lord, let not our
hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed,
You are the Bestower.” [TMQ Surah Al-i Imran: 8]



