he Blessed Sunnah: The Imam (Khaleefah) is a Shield

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, gl Gay bl b 2o (s (ray gl 3 otk Gay
JAGJ &) LSJS-HJA‘ ulﬁ‘\.ruA.uJ M\JJUAJJIA::L’;?LAY\ Lu\guahac .\MJ.\A\J\ ud’-luAJu-\QLh‘ .\MJ-\A\J\
«hda 43l ol b ik O )5 1531 ALy 41 Ll “Whoever obeys, me obeys Allah and whoever
disobeys me has disobeyed Allah. Whoever obeys the Amir obeys me and
whoever disobeys the Amir disobeys me. The Imam alone is a shield behind
whom they fight and are protected by. If he enjoins fear of Allah, the Exalted
and Glorious, and dispenses justice, there will be reward for him. If he enjoins
otherwise, it will count against him.” [Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim]

Ibn Khaldun (¢35 o) stated in his Introduction to History (¢sds ¢ 4ess) that, =2 3"
cue.\ul\j 64.ALA“9‘\3)AGAM.1 cio WAl Al u;ﬂ\.ks;@mﬂ\ u;bau.c‘\.t\.u‘\_t\j ccuaiall 13a daga UG
"Ll 5 412 “Where we have already explained the reality of this post. It is regarding the
responsible in Shariah law for preserving the Deen and governing the politics of the
world by the Deen. It is called a Khilafah and an Imamah. The one in charge of it is a
Khaleefah and an Imam.”

Imam al-Nawawi (553 stated in al-Rawdat al-Talibeen (cxlkll 4 5)) that, o Ssaa"
"Cpiasall Saal s AleYl s @il LU JE “It is permitted to call the Imam, the Khaleefah, the
Imam or the Amir of the Believers.”

Imam an-Nawawi wrote in his Commentary of Sahrh Muslim (el»u Fea c)u) that,
4_\3.1.1) ‘e)w‘zf\ a5 (pan O pgar) u.u\_d\ @A.tj cu.mLmS\ Lgd\ O jd:d\ @A.t 4.15! c).t.uJ\S ch\ PREN eba‘)!\"
"aighals (8355 043 ¢ because he is like a covering protection. He protects the Muslims
from the enemy that harms them. He protects some people from others. He also
safeguards the sanctified entity of Islam. The people seek protection within him and
they fear his power.”

_He continued to say STy sl AT s 1sabs sy D dxa G ool 4153 (e G ke
LWlki “The meaning of “behind whom they fight” is that they fight the kuffar, traitors,
rebels and all the people of sedition and oppression, absolutely.”

Imam ibn Hajr Al- Asqalanr (@M\) said |n his Commentary on Bukharl Fath al-
Baari ((_5‘)\_\5\ C_ra) that, (.sg_.az_t sl uS.U u.ud.wd\ Lgd\ Cp jaad\ C"““" 4.15! e Lg\ ;,.\al\ ST EEN uyt Lu\"
"l sal a6 R LG 5a0ls (=i B “The Imam alone is a shield (Junnah),” has a “u’
vowel sound on the letter jeem. It means a protective shield, because he prevents the
enemy from harming the Muslims. He prevents them from harming each other. What
IS meant by the Imam is every ruler that takes care of the affairs of the people by

Islam.”

Imam Sayuti (bsd) stated in his Commentary of Muslim s phas goaa e zluall)
(zead that, ool a5 4als L )}),U\W*Muaﬂdm@u}mwt}m@meuww"
") o5 Rall Jslah (e i esl )3 (e i 53 “The Imam alone is a shield” which means he
protects those behind him. He prevents any disruption that would expose their Salah
to distraction or trespassing. He is like a shield. It is the armored shield behind which
he protects, and he prevents the harmful thing from reaching.”
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